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Cittadella 

The Transurban Residency project inaugurates a new season for the Rochdale Barracks in Bielefeld. After 
almost a century since its foundation, the area will open its doors to the city, starting a process of renewal and 
re-appropriation to reclaim its public use.

The intervention starts from a cutout of the boundless open spaces to resize the void and make it habitable, 
performing a sort of re-foundation of a new citadel built collectively and in a progressive way.

The new ring-shaped core is conceived as a space to be completed during the residency period: it will 
ultimately become an arena for running public activities and testing the new possible uses of this place. The 
central space is reminiscent of the vernacular architectures of nomadic populations, organized in adjacent parts 
around a center intended as a space for the community, but at the same time it opens up to the relationships 
with the surrounding spaces. These spaces will work as basic infrastructures for an interim use while waiting for 
the transformation that finally will return this space to the city.

The Yanomamö gardens in the jungle 
The Shabono represents the house and the village in one. The entire residential community lived there, all under the same roof. 
Drawing by Martin Černý.
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